A Walk in Time – a ‘Doomsday’ Project
An exploration of property
ownership over 100 years ago

Derwent House. The latter property is described
as a house with 6 acres of land that also included a
shop. So enterprising as well!

Who owned your house in 1914? Could it
have been Esther Dennis, Mary Brocklehurst or
the outrageously named Cantrell Hubbersby?
Sounding like a cast of characters from a
Christiesque novel, these are in fact former
inhabitants of Matlock Bath. They occupied a time
that we can now only speculate upon: a brief period
of peace between the end of the Boer War and the
outbreak of World War One.

Back in the vicinity of the Heights of Abraham, a
cave has been given its own hereditament number.
This was owned by the Matlock and District Gas
Company – presumably for storage purposes? I
was slightly disappointed at this discovery hoping
instead that it was a hermitage occupied by a Mr.
Gandalf perhaps?
Heights of Jacob

Who lived next door to whom? Let us start our
walk on St. John’s Road which was called “Cliff
Road” on the map, the first observation is the vast
number of old lead mine shafts littering Masson
Hill. “The Rocks” is owned and occupied by
Walter Noel Harris as is Rock Cottage which he
appears to have used as an office. In addition, he
owned five acres of land hereabouts referred to as
Shining Cliff Woods. Particular mention is made
to his having shooting rights here – although it
does not elaborate as to what he may have shot!

where the Temple Road car park and ‘Gullivers’ is
today. This 20-acre site was home to: the hotel;
a pavilion; pavilion gardens; a cavern and the
curiously labelled “Romantic Rocks”. The latter
does make you wonder as to the origins of this
name and whether the rocks are still there or,
subsequently, eloped to Paris!

Royal Hotel

A vast tract of land around Upperwood and the
Heights of Jacob was owned by the Matlock
Mines Company of Bonsall. However, the land is
occupied by the Golf Club Company which is in
turn owned by A.C. Cantrell Hubbersby of Ragdale
Hall, Leicestershire. This land and other parcels of
land dotted around Matlock Bath are labelled as
“golf sinks” – maybe the presence of mine shafts
made play a lot more interesting!
Coming back down towards Derby Road, our
friend “Cantrell Hubbersby” is now seen to own
Masson House but is renting it to B W G Arkwright.

Esther Dennis owned and occupied Cliff House
and she is not the last female owner occupier of a
sizeable property that we will encounter. Indeed,
Masson Farm, while being rented to a Herbert
Wardman, had been recently purchased by a Mrs
Staples of Spondon Old Hall – the proud owner of
a 21-acre piece of the parish.
Back down towards the present day A6, we
discover two more female owner occupiers:
Eliza Pearson of Tor Hill and Mary Whittaker of

by Sophie Beardmore

While Frederic Charles Arkwright of Willersley
Castle, maybe a relative, owns a 15 acre plot
of land described as Harp Edge lying between
Masson House and Scarthin
The Masson Mills complex was owned and
occupied by the English Sewing Cotton Company
of Albert Square in Manchester – their Head
Office building, which is still present today,
resembling the Flat Iron building in New York!
On the opposite side of the road, there was a
public house – The Rutland Arms - as well as
Boston House and shop owned and occupied by
a Mary Brocklehurst. With the amount of female
ownership of both properties and businesses, one
can only suppose that, while women did not yet
have the vote (that came in part in 1918), they
were certainly empowered in other ways.
The Bath Terrace Hotel, appears to have been run
by a woman: Rosetta Jane Watson.

Boston House tea rooms

One can only lament the loss of the stately
sounding Royal Hotel which occupied the site

At the start of this WW1 project, Sophie Beardmore who was
a member of the Parish Council Environment Committee,
wrote an article for the village newsletter entitled ‘A Walk
in Time’. This combined her loves of walking, books, history
and research. She intended to continue the work for this
summer’s exhibition but was suddenly taken ill and died in
the spring of 2015. Her family have asked that we continue
this work in her memory.
Copies of a collection of Sophie Beardmore’s writing –
including this article – have been published by her family
and are available at the Peak District Mining Museum with
all profits donated to Cancer Research.

