
beef.  After tea, Corporal Huck-
les, of Poolsbrook, obliged us 
with that pathetic song “Home 
Sweet Home”, while Dumps Ad-
kin, of Poolsbrook chased him 
round the billet with a fixed 
bayonet.  Meanwhile Drummer 
Slinn was blowing the “Last 
Post” and Abe Greaves was try-
ing to do the Belgium Tango 
round a cherry tree in the garden.  
Pte Alcock of Cresswell was 
what we call chatting and trying 
to catch the reinforcements com-
ing on in full marching order.  
“At last he caught them forming 
fours and sentenced them all to 
death”.  Yours etc 

Private Adkin, Private Greaves, 
Corpral Huckles and Drummer 
Slinn 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Air Gun Dangers 

A Matlock Bath schoolboy 
named Stanley Henshall was 
charged before the Matlock mag-
istrates today with firing an air-
gun. 

Mr Albert Henry Stanley, lace 
merchant, of West Bridgford, 
proved being hit in the back by a 
discharge of the defendant’s gun 
on the highway while on a visit 
to Matlock Bath.  He took up the 
case because it was dangerous, 
and the boy ought to be repri-
manded. Defendant was fined £1 
and costs, £1 19s altogether. 

The Bench told Mr Stanley he 
had done quite right in reporting 
the matter. 
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A Matlock Bath Hero’s Death 

Private Wm John Finney, who relin-
quished his stripes as a sergeant in 
the 6th Battalion Sherwood Foresters 
in order to see active service, died 
praying and smiling.  Such was the 
burden of one of several striking 
letters which were read at a memo-
rial service to the late Pete Finney at 
the Lady Glenorchy Congregational 
Church, Matlock Bath, on Wednes-
day.  The Home Guards of both 
Matlock Bath and Cromford at-
tended, and the little edifice, with 
which the deceased had been associ-
ated for many years, was crowded. 

The letters which have been referred 
to were read by Mr R Webster. 

The first, from a well-known 
Matlock Bath soldier, Corpl M 
Lumb, was as follows: “Dear Mrs 
Finney – I am requested by the non-
commissioned officers and men of 
D Company to express their deepest 
sympathy in the death of your son, 
John, who was killed in action on 
the 15th June  I may say that John’s 
loss is highly felt in the company as 
he was held in high respects by all 
the company.  I was selected to be 
corporal of the burial party, with 
Pvtes J Kearney, H Wheatcroft, T 
Spencer and A Read.  The chaplain, 
officers and NCO’s were present.  
He had a very nice burial.  Just be-
fore John died he prayed God to 
bless his mother and other members 
of the family, and died with a smile 
on his face”. 

The battalion Chaplain wrote “We 
buried Private Finney last night with 
every honour due to a brave com-

rade in the presence of his friends and 
officers.  On their behalf I send you 
our sympathy in your loss and pray 
that God may give you consolation in 
the knowledge that he died and writers 
say “We hope you will publish these 
lines in The Derbyshire Times, which 
all the Derbyshire lads welcome at the 
Front.  We are writing this letter on 
behalf of several boys of Chesterfield 
and district who are miners or sappers 
for the Sherwood Foresters Brigade.  
Our Brigade have left us and we are 
attached to the ****** now.  We are 
billeted close to the firing line at a 
place which we are not allowed to 
name.  It is one of the prettiest little 
villages we have ever seen.  It is sup-
posed to be a health resort place in 
peace time, but the place has been 
knocked all to pieces by the Germans.  
We are very comfortable here.  We 
have beds, tables and chairs, and prac-
tically everything in the way of a 
home only we are short of a bit of mu-
sic.  We get plenty of that from our 
guns in the rear of us.  The reason we 
call our billet the Hotel “Get out 
quick” is because when the Germans 
start shelling the village we don’t stop 
to get out of the door, we fly through 
the window.  Only the other day we 
were getting our dinner when the Ger-
mans started shelling and so we 
jumped up with our dixie of dinner in 
one hand and all sorts of things in the 
other and went racing down the road 
into the dug outs.  All of the boys are 
here having their tea and lovely time 
we are having.  There are several boys 
here from Staveley and they did not 
forget it was Staveley Feast and so we 
had a grand tea on Staveley Feast Sun-
day, composed of biscuits and bully 

All articles printed in this newsletter are taken from archive newspapers of August Bank Holiday 1915 
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MATLOCK BATH - HOTEL 
LANDLORD FINED FOR 
DRUNKENESS. 

The Matlock magistrates had 
before them Walter Burton, the 
landlord of a Hotel in Matlock 
Bath, for being drunk his own 
premises on July 4th, and also 
for being drunk and disorderly 
on the South Parade July 13th. 
The charges were denied.  

Sergeant Ayes proved visiting 
the hotel and seeing the defen-
dant drunk and behaving like a 
madman. He was raving with 
customers and glass was strewn 
all over the floor. One of the 
customers alleged that defen-
dant had thrown a bottle at his 
wife. Defendant afterwards, 
from upstairs, called to the offi-
cers to come up, and would 
fight the lot, one at a time. Sev-
eral witnesses gave evidence 
that defendant was drunk.  

The defence was the defendant 
suffered from rheumatism on 
the brain, and Dr. Craven 
proved this was so. Defendant 
denied the charge, and in reply 
to Supt. Clarke said : I was 
busy, and we had the roughest 
crowd from Sheffield over saw. 
Ethel Wall the Old Mill Tavern, 
126, Boston Street, Sheffield, 
said she was with a party over 
Matlock Bath that day. Defen-
dant was not drunk - Rose land-
lady of the New Inn, Pitsmoor, 
Sheffield, said defendant was 
very excited, but not the worse 
for drink. Mrs. Charles of 39, 
Napier-street, Sheffield, cor-
roborated.  

For the offence the Bench fined 
defendant 10s. and costs, and 
for the second the defendant 
was fined 10s. The Bench said 
was a very sad case. 

 

RESCUED LITTLE BELGIAN 

Presentation to Plucky Matlock 
Bath Boy 

A plucky Matlock Bath boy who 
rescued a Belgian boy from the 
River Derwent was rewarded at 
the meeting of the Matlock Bath 
Urban District Council on 
Wednesday. 

The lad, George Briddon, saved 
from drowning Ernest Venstall, a 
refugee, and chairman of the 
Council Mr G H Kay presented 
him with a certificate on behalf of 
the Royal Humane Society.  
Messrs G H Bailey, Warren 
Boden and J Fearn attended on 
behalf of the Swimming Club. 

Mr Kay congratulated Briddon 
upon his courage in plunging fully 
dressed into the river.  Not only 
was this conduct to be of satisfac-
tion to his parents but also to the 
members of the swimming club.  
The highest authority – the Hu-
mane Society – had recognised his 
merit by awarding him their ? cer-
tificate. 

Mr Bailey thanked Mr Kay for 
making the presentation and said 
that now that we were losing so 
many of our young men, it was 
very gratifying to see a brave 
strong and self-reliant boyhood 
growing up. 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Soldiers for Matlock  Bath 

After many attempts to get troops 
billeted at Matlock Bath, the resi-
dents were cheered to-day by the 
billeting officer’s (Major Johnson) 
visit from Aldershot.  For the 
Northern command he has billeted 
300 men at the Kursaal, another 
200 at the Old Pavilion, and 23 
officers at the Royal Hotel.  These 
are the Army Service Corps and 
are to arrive next week. 

 

DERBY LADS' ADVENTURE. 
SLEEPING OUT AT 
MATLOCK BATH.  

At Matlock Petty Sessions on 
Tuesday, before Mr. D 
Wildgoose, two youths, named 
Bruce Erucit Childs of 4, Stan-
hope Street, Derby, aged 15, and 
John Plimmer, of 23, Vale Street, 
Derby, aged 16, both moulders, 
were charged in custody with 
sleeping out in Matlock Bath on 
Monday night.  Prisoners pleaded 
guilty. Police constable William-
son stated that he and Sergeant 
Ayes were on duty on the Derby 
Road at midnight, and hearing a 
disturbance under a counter used 
for a fancy stall in the day time at 
the premises Mr. T. M. Marshall, 
photographer, they searched and 
discovered the prisoners asleep in 
some straw. When roused they 
said they had come from Derby, 
and Plimmer said he had a sister 
at Matlock Hydro, which was 
true.  

They had been employed at 
Messrs. Ley's Malleable Works, 
Derby, but, Plimmer said the 
work had come short and they 
left. He asked for more work, but 
was told to wait so they walked 
from Derby to Matlock Bath. 
Pressed by the magistrate to why, 
they did it for adventure. The 
Magistrate: I thought so. Asked 
why they had written a letter stat-
ing they were all right and had 
got work on farm, Plimmer said 
they had got work at haymaking, 
and were to have gone to Tues-
day morning. The Magistrate told 
the boys they knew it was wrong 
to do what they had done, and 
must have caused anxiety at their 
homes. They were criminally 
wrong in sleeping out in the open 
air. He would be lenient this time, 
came take care of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A splendid run through the 
beautiful Via Gellia and Crom-
ford followed, and the party 
duly arrived at Matlock Bath 
about 3.45 p.m., and some ad-
journed for tea, while others 
went for a look round. The ar-
rangements for tea had been 
placed the hands Mr. Evans. 
Sheffield House Restaurant, and 
a good spread here awaited the 
party, after which the caverns, 
petrifying wells, switchbacks, 
and boating filled up the time 
until 8 p.m., when all met at the 
station entrance ready for the  
return journey.  

Once more the motors took up 
their passengers and start was 
made for home. Derby being 
safely reached about 9.40 p.m. 
Thanks the weather conditions 
being so favourable, the whole 
the programme was carried out 
without difficulty or accident 
Mr. J. Meadows had charge of 
the whole arrangement, and to-
gether with his willing and 
obliging staff of workers, con-
gratulated upon their efforts for 
the comfort of such a large 
party, who thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves from first to last, 
and were loud in their praises 
that this, the sixth annual excur-
sion, was one of the best they 
have ever had. 

::::::::::::::: 
MATLOCK BATH  

WEDDING 
Matlock Bath Parish Church the 
Wedding was solemnised of Mr. 
Harold William Augustus 
Carter, son of the late Mr. 
Carter of New Zealand and Miss 
Mary Gladys Bell Swain, 
daughter of Mrs. Swain, Avon-
dale, Matlock Bath. The bride-
groom was for years the Town 
Surveyor at Matlock Bath, and 
only left recently to take up a 
similar position at Bollington, 
near Macclesfield. The brides-

NORMANTON PARISH 
CHURCH  

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRIP.  

On Wednesday last, the annual ex-
cursion in connection with the 
above Sunday school took place. 
This year, owing to the Great War, 
it was decided not to visit any sea-
side resort, but go out into country, 
so finally a circular motor trip was 
arranged by the superintendent. A 
special fleet of motor-cars was en-
gaged for this purpose, and the 
journey was a sixty mile trip via 
Ashbourne, Dovedale through the 
beautiful Via Gellia to Matlock 
Bath, then return via Cromford, 
Ambergate and Duffield to Derby.  

All eagerly looked forward to the 
eventful day, especially the young 
people, and all assembled early at 
the Sunday school, where special 
service usually held before starting. 
In the absence of the vicar (who 
was away from home), the service 
was conducted by the superinten-
dent (Mr. J. Meadows), after which 
the party boarded the waiting cars, 
and a start was made at 8 a.m. for 
Ashbourne. After delightful run 
safely and a halt was made for the 
party to visit the church. Then, af-
ter another grand spin, Dovedale 
was reached about 11.15 a.m. cater-
ing was in charge of Mrs. 
Chadwick, Ashbourne, and the 
party thoroughly enjoyed their 
meal near the stepping stones, af-
terwards indulging donkey rides, 
etc. The party then walked through 
the dale, visiting Reynard's Cave, 
the Lion-faced Rock, Dove Holes,  
and after a delightful time in the 
dale duly arrived about 2.30 p.m. at 
Alsop-en-la-Dale Station, near 
which the motors were waiting. 
After loading up a start was made 
via Tissington for Cromford and 
Matlock Bath, and after the ramble 
through the dale this ride very ac-
ceptable especially to the older 
members of the party.  

maids were Misses A. D. and E. P. 
M. Swain (bride's sisters). The 
bride’s dress was of white crepe-de
-chine with train, she wore tulle 
veil and orange blossoms. The 
bridesmaids were attired shell pink 
crepon dresses, with black hats, 
shell pink. The honeymoon is being 
spent in the Lake District. The best 
man was the brother of the bride-
groom, and the bride was given 
away her mother. 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
PROPOSED MATLOCKS  

An amalgamation of Matlock and 
Matlock Bath was explained on 
Wednesday by Mr. G. H. Key -
chairman of the Matlock Bath 
Council, who entertained the dele-
gates of the Derbyshire Councils 
Association to tea. Responding to a 
vote of thanks proposed by Alder-
man Moss who had expressed the 
hope that they would soon adjust 
their differences and become one 
borough, he said that at present 
amalgamation was not favoured the 
majority of the ratepayers of the 
town. Moss said there was strong 
feeling for it and strong feeling 
against it, but it would be brought 
about some day. So as far as he was 
concerned, the sooner the better.' 

::::::::::::::::::::::: 

THE MOTOR CHAR‐A‐BANC 
TIMETABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leave 
Matlock 

Arrive 
Matlock Bath 

Arrive 
Cromford 

10.00am  10.10  10.20 

10.30am  10.40  10.50 

Every half hour until 

8.30pm  8.40  8.50 

Leave 
Cromford 

Arrive 
Matlock Bath 

Arrive 
Matlock 

10.30am  10.40  10.50 

11.00am  11.10  11.20 

Every half hour until 

9.00pm  9.10  9.20 



Produced as part of The Great War ‐ Life in ‘The Bath’ project supported by the HLF  

For more information go to www.ww1remembered.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  

A RARE DISEASE.  

An inquest was held on Monday 
the Whitworth Hospital,  on John 
William Kirk, aged 30  The de-
ceased was a wood-cutter, and he 
had the fortune to have his leg 
broken by a tree in Matlock Bath. 
He was taken to the Whitworth 
Hospital and progressed very sat-
isfactorily. Suddenly, on Friday 
night last, he was taken ill and 
died. Dr. Cecil Sharpe said he 
was present at the death. He 
found deceased in a dying condi-
tion and was quite conscious. 
Deceased told him first he could 
not breathe, then that he had heart
-pains, and afterwards he said “I 
am done for," and died. A post 
mortem examination of body had 
revealed the remarkable fact that 
this was a case of death from fat 
embolism. This, said the doctor, 
was set up from the fractured leg. 
It was probably fat from the mar-
row of the bone which became 
absorbed into the veins, and got 
into the lungs, causing death. 
This was very rare disease, but 
experiments had shown it could 
be produced artificially by insert-
ing fat into a vein. Death would 
due to asphyxia. When ques-
tioned by the coroner as the 
cause, Dr. Sharpe said fat embo-
lism never arose excepting from a 
fracture, and he had not the least 
doubt this case it came from the 
accident. The jury returned a ver-
dict of " Death from fat embo-
lism, due to accident," and added 
their sympathy with the widow 
and family the deceased. 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
It was learned with regret that 
Mr. C. P. White, Matlock Bath, is 
confined to the house by illness, 
the result probably of chill caught 
at one of the recruiting meetings 
where has worked so energeti-
cally. 

 

MATLOCK PETTY SESSIONS. 
Before Messrs. T. Wright 
(chairman), H. Challand, D. 
Wildgoose, and S. Bowman.  

MATLOCK BATH MILK  
William Etcheils, the food inspec-
tor for the County Council, sum-
moned Jemima Ballard, of Matlock 
Bath, a confectioner, for selling 
adulterated milk. Mr. Skinner ap-
peared for the County Council. He 
explained that the defendant kept a 
restaurant and the inspector bought 
a glass milk for 2d glass, which 
was a good price. The milk con-
tained 7.55 of non-fatty solids, in-
stead 8.5 and the presumption was 
that there had been adulteration by 
water. The defence was that the 
milk was sold as purchased.—
Fined 20s. and the costs 7s. 6d. 

John Robert Green - Matlock 
Bath, cab driver, was fined 6s. for 
being drunk at Matlock. 

A foreigner's arrest.  
Adelade Thiers, a Belgian, was 
charged with being drunk and dis-
orderly at Matlock Bath on Tues-
day and with assaulting Police 
Constable Williamson. The defen-
dant admitted the first charge but 
on the second said he was brutally 
used when he wanted to go quietly 
to the Police Station. Police Con-
stable Williamson said the prisoner 
behaved like a mad lunatic on the 
Parade and he had great difficulty 
in getting him handcuffed and to 
the cells. He kicked out at a wit-
ness. Captain Goodwin on sick 
leave at the Royal Hotel said the 
prisoner had been employed there 
as cook. No more force was used 
than was absolutely necessary as 
the prisoner was very violent. The 
Prisoner, through his interpreter, 
said he had to work side by side 
with Germans and Austrians, and 
that upset him. — Fined 5s for 
drunkenness 20s. for the assault. 

 

CLASSIFIED 

WANTED At once FURNISHED 
HOUSE or Apartments, best sub-
urbs; three bed and large sitting-
room; must be first class.—Apply 
J. Foster. Royal Hotel, Matlock 
Bath. 

LOST FOUR BLOUSES, Derby 
train; reward. — Woodbank, 
Matlock Bath. 

WANTED, for taproom ; wages 
10s., all found—New Bath Hotel. 
Matlock Bath. 

FOR RENT  MATLOCK BATH   
FURNISHED HOUSE; hot water, 
bath, inside w.c.; three bed, one /
two sitting-rooms, kitchen.—Write 
Box 23. Daily Telegraph, Derby. 

COUNTRY QUARTERS - 
Matlock Bath 5 Clarence Villas, 
comfortable apartments, board op-
tional, piano – Mrs Burdett  

THE GRAND PAVILION  
PICTURE PALACE   

WILL REOPEN ON  
WEDNESDAY NIGHT JULY 28 

Under the distinguished patronage of 
the Matlock Bath Councillors 
Door open 7pm, start 7.30pm prices 
3d, 4d and 6d 
See other bills for pictures shown 

ROYAL HOTEL & BATHS 
MATLOCK BATH 

FINEST SYSTEM OF BATHS 
All contained within the hotel 

Recherché afternoon teas a speciality 
Spacious motor garages 
Orchestra twice daily 
Excellent cuisine 

George Storey, manager  

 
LIGHTING UP TIME 
Saturday July 31 8.50 
Sunday August 1 8.48 
Monday August 2 8.46 
Tuesday August 3 8.45 
Wednesday August 4 8.43 
Thursday August 5 8.41 
Friday August 6 8.40 
Saturday August 7 8.38  
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