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While the shopkeepers and traders of Matlock Bath opened for business that weekend, over in France, 

their neighbours, friends, sons and brothers were committed to a great offensive – ‘The Battle of The 

Somme’. Statistically a large percentage of Matlock Bath men over the channel would have been involved 

in what turned out to be an offensive of 142 days involving 616 British infantry battalions plus the larger 

part of its artillery and supporting units. The individual experiences of these local men has passed largely 

unknown but remain records show that this great battle 

touched some of them. Private Dick Hardstaff pictured, was with 

the 1/5th Sherwood Foresters at the far north of the attack. 

Together with the 1/7th they were part of the 46th division’s 

subsidiary attack’, with the objective of taking the village of 

Gommecourt. At 7.25 am smoke bombs were thrown and five 

minutes later three waves of the assault began. A fourth wave 

was to follow to clear the German front line dugouts. 

What happened will never be known in detail. The men 

disappeared into the smoke, the enemy opened up immediately with machine guns and everything else. 

It is known that many reached the German second line 110 yards beyond the front line. The fourth British 

wave got bogged down in the mud and the front line had not been destroyed. They emerged from their 

dugouts and fired on the survivors from the first 3 waves from the rear. At the morning 

roll call the battalion was 28 officers and 706 other ranks. At the end of the 

engagement when the roll was taken again it was 3 officers and 237 other ranks. Dick 

Hardstaff of Parade View, North Parade was one of the 494 fatalities. 

It was several days before his parents in Matlock Bath were aware of his death, the 

actual details of this bloody and confusing encounter unknown. His father Joseph took 

the news badly and was charged with being drunk and disorderly in the village. The 

bench accepted that he was suffering the loss of his son and let him off.  
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